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TASMANIAN OJD TASK FORCE RESPONSE TO THE OJD NATIONAL PLAN AMENDMENTS DISCUSSION 
PAPER:   
 
We appreciate the chance to respond to the OJD National Management Plan amendments 
discussion paper.  This response is submitted by the Tasmanian OJD Task Force, which includes 
representatives from TFGA, DPIPWE, sheep producers, official and private vets, livestock agents, 
meat processors, livestock transporters, Tasmanian Institute of Agriculture and AWI Sheep Connect.  
 
We welcome and support the proposed amendments presented in the discussion paper, released on 
29th January 2013 by WPA and SCA.   The Tasmanian OJD taskforce recognises that industry must 
take responsibility for OJD management.  We support the efforts of WPA and SCA to ensure that the 
national program is broadly supported by the sheep industry across Australia. 
 
Please find below our response to the proposed amendments:  
 

A) Move towards a simple management approach to OJD nationally.  
 
The Tasmania sheep industry supports a deregulated approach to risk management.  We believe it is 
important for sellers and buyers to take responsibility for their own OJD control and management.  
 

B) Encourage producers to develop regional biosecurity plans (RBPs)  
 
Tasmania recommends consideration is given to the concept that RBPs should be a collaborative 
partnership process.   It cannot be done in isolation e.g. only with producers.  The process must be 
inclusive i.e. producers, vets, agents, etc, similar to the model being developed in SA and Qld.   
We would like clarification as to what is meant by ‘encouragement’ for producers to collectively 
develop RBPs.  
 
We are seeking more information about the process to be followed to establish an RBP. We would 
like to understand more about how an area demonstrates that its OJD prevalence is low, what is the 
required auditing and monitoring process once an RBP is established and how will all this be 
financed.   This whole process has to be consistently applied across Australia to avoid confusion and 
loss of credibility. Will some RBP’s have regulatory controls and others not?  How do we prevent 
artificial trade barriers?  
 
At present, the national plan relies on OJD testing as the acceptable procedure for movement into 
regional biosecurity areas. There needs to be more debate and dialogue about the risks of infection 
from second generation vaccinates moving to regional biosecurity areas.  What are the acceptable 
protocols for vaccinated sheep moving into a regional biosecurity area and – will sheep with MN1v 
status be able to move into a regional biosecurity area?   
 

C) No national zones (control/protection)  
 
We fully support the proposal not to have control and protection areas.  
 

D) Continued sheep health statements – but removal of ABC point scheme  
 
The consensus among OJD Task Force members was that the latest version of the SHS is not user- 
friendly.  For most producers in Tasmania the form is too complex and difficult to read.  Most 
livestock agents said the SHS is a burden.  Livestock agents in Tasmania do see the value of owner 
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declarations, but want to keep documents as simple as possible to ensure compliance.   
Subsequently, the agents have developed their own simplified version of the national SHS.  
We are interested in developing a simple coding system to be used on pen cards at sales to assist 
buyers determine risk.  
 
Additional Comments:  
 
We strongly recommend consideration is given to establishing a central communication point for all 
matters relating to the OJD management plan.   Also, we strongly support the development of a 
detailed extension/communication plan to be rolled out as soon as possible.   Tasmania wants to 
have input into the development of a national communication strategy.   
 
We would strongly encourage WPA/SCA to include within the communication plan:  

- Effective and safe vaccination  
- How to assess risk when buying livestock  
- The role of vaccines within a husbandry program  
- Encouraging nationally compulsory abattoir monitoring  

 
 
 


