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NSW Farmers’ Association Background 
NSW Farmers’ is Australia’s largest State farmer organisation representing the interests 
of its farmer members – ranging from broad acre, livestock, wool and grain producers, to 
more specialised producers in the horticulture, dairy, egg, poultry, pork, oyster and goat 
industries. It is the largest representative body for wool producers in NSW and is a 
member of many peak bodies including WoolProducers Australia, Sheepmeat Council of 
Australia and the National Farmers Federation.   
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 1. Introduction  
 
NSW Farmers appreciates the opportunity to respond to the Discussion Paper released 
by WoolProducers Australia (WPA) and the Sheepmeats Council of Australia (SCA) on 
new amendments to the National OJD Management Plan. 
 
NSW Farmers’ is Australia’s largest State farmer organisation representing the interests 
of its farmer members – ranging from broad acre, livestock, wool and grain producers, to 
more specialised producers in the horticulture, dairy, egg, poultry, pork, oyster and goat 
industries. It is the largest representative body for wool producers in NSW and is a 
member of WoolProducers Australia, the Sheepmeat Council of Australia and the 
National Farmers Federation.   
 
Throughout the initial consultation phase which sought the views of producers views on 
the design of a new National Management Plan as well as the more recent consultation 
process seeking producer views on the amendments to the National OJD Management 
Plan, NSW Farmers has actively engaged the views of its membership. This has included 
through: 
 

 online surveys  

 regionally based meetings; and 

 a NSW Farmers hosted OJD discussion meeting on the 18th February. 
 
The Wool and Sheepmeats Committees of NSW Farmers have also been actively 
involved in discussions at the state and national level on behalf of the broader 
membership on how best to manage the disease. 
 
NSW Farmers has extensive policy relating to the management of OJD, and is supportive 
of the principals outlined in the Discussion Paper released by SCA and WPA and in 
principal is supportive of the five elements of the National OJD Management Plan being: 
 
1) Abattoir surveillance 

2) Mandatory Sheep Health Statement  

3) Continued research on epidemiology and an improved vaccination  

4) Regional biosecurity areas  

5) Communications and extension work. 

 
NSW Farmers is also supportive of funding being provided to contribute to the cross-
species National Johne’s Disease control Plan, including SheepMAP. 
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2. Abattoir Surveillance 
 
NSW Farmers is supportive of mandating access to abattoir surveillance as a tool for 
producers to assist in managing endemic diseases such as, but not limited to, OJD. NSW 
Farmers is supportive of funding to be allocated to developing an effective abattoir 
program as a tool for monitoring individual flock OJD control programs and for use as an 
assurance tool in low-risk flocks. 
 
Abattoir Surveillance has been a valuable, cost effective tool in the management of OJD. 
At Approximately $134 per line an inspection this is excellent value for industry to achieve 
a number of objectives for 14 significant endemic disease conditions. As such it acts as 
an enabling tool for endemic disease management in livestock in NSW including OJD.  
 
Mandating access would be consistent with the States’ animal welfare strategy for the 
management of endemic diseases and to meet food safety objectives. It would also 
provide a powerful tool for implementing individual producer, or regional biosecurity 
strategies. 
 
 

3. Sheep Health Statement 
 
NSW Farmers strongly supports the implementation of a mandatory Sheep Health 
Statement and is pleased to note that funding will be provided for the development of this 
document. 
 
Sheep Health Statements are a valuable tool for producers to understand the health of 
the sheep they are trading. Their use is not limited to OJD, but rather across a range of 
diseases. 
 
For the Sheep Health Statement to be a valuable tool however, it needs to be a simple 
declaration of the health status of sheep. It should be clear, user friendly document that 
can be easily understood by all producers. 
 
NSW Farmers is also supportive of the Sheep Health Statement receiving full backing 
from the Fair Trading Act. 
 
 

4. Research 
 
NSW Farmers strongly supports ongoing research and development to help producers 
minimise the impact of OJD on their business and is supportive of funding being provided 
for this purpose. 
 
NSW Farmers is particularly supportive of: 
 

 epidemiological research into the effect of soil ph on the clinical expression of 
OJD; and  

 research into a safer, cheaper and more effective vaccine. 
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5. Regional Biosecurity Areas 
 
NSW Farmers recognises that regional biosecurity plans with control and protected areas 
are no longer tenable because of the lack of any formal approval processes for regional 
biosecurity plans by government at the state level. 
 
However, NSW Farmers acknowledges the role these plans can play in assisting to 
develop a culture of biosecurity awareness and discipline, which on a regional basis is 
essential for timely responses to endemic diseases, including OJD, as well as to exotic 
disease incursions.  For example, the footrot program in NSW is delivering huge 
productivity and animal welfare benefits to this state because a regional as well as an 
individual approach has been taken.  
 
On an individual basis, biosecurity plans can also greatly assist individual producers in 
managing their risks and strengthening their business plans given they are a cost 
effective tool to avoid productivity losses due to disease. 
 
NSW Farmers welcomes the non-financial support that will be provided for groups of 
producers who wish to implement regional biosecurity plans to minimise the risk of the 
introduction of OJD and other diseases. 
 
 

5. Communications 
 
NSW Farmers strongly supports the funding that will be provided for 
extension/communication activities to provide producer with information about biosecurity 
and the management of OJD. 
 
NSW Farmers believes these communications and extension activities must be 
appropriately worded with language that is conciliatory and inclusive, rather than punitive.  
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Conclusion 

NSW Farmers appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the new amendments 
to the National OJD Management Plan as outlined in the Discussion Paper released by 
WPA and SCA. 

 
NSW Farmers is supportive of the principals outlined in the Discussion Paper released by 
SCA and WPA and in principal is supportive of the five elements of the National OJD 
Management Plan being: 
 
1) Abattoir surveillance 

2) Mandatory Sheep Health Statement  

3) Continued research on epidemiology and an improved vaccination  

4) Regional biosecurity areas  

5) Communications and extension work. 

 
NSW Farmers is also supportive of funding being provided to contribute to the cross-
species National Johne’s Disease control Plan, including SheepMAP. 
 
 
 
 


