
Strong vote for continued biosecurity through the OJD Exclusion Area 

 

All Livestock Health and Pest Authorities (LHPA) with OJD Exclusion Area 

biosecurity were required to poll their flockowners, to determine if they required these 

arrangements to continue.  

 

The NSW Exclusion Areas were initially established over 6 years ago in the first 

democratic vote on an animal disease control and prevention program in Australia, 

and possibly anywhere in the world. This poll saw 3/4s of NSW vote to work to 

prevent OJD spread. 

 

The poll in Western LHPA, taking in the Far West of NSW, including Tibooburra, 

Broken Hill, Wilcannia, White Cliffs, Wentworth, Ivanhoe, Pooncarie, Balranald and 

Hillston, showed very strong support for Exclusion Area arrangements continuing. 

The final count saw 93% of flockowners say they wanted to continue to keep the 

disease out, and deal with any incursions of OJD. 

 

The OJD Exclusion Areas are the largest regional biosecurity program in NSW and 

Australia, after NSW’s Footrot Protected Area. 

 

The very strong poll was considered to result from: 

 flockowners realising it was entirely up to them to decide whether 

Exclusion Area arrangements continued, or not 

 the support and involvement of LHPA directors, who established 14 

discussion meetings across this large area, with one director attending each 

 recognition of the progress made with OJD in the high prevalence areas of 

NSW, with Gudair vaccine and effective management, which has led to 

marked reductions in clinically affected animals, and greatly reduced 

numbers of positive animals going through abattoir inspection 

 the effectiveness of OJD control in South Australia and the other NSW 

Exclusion Areas 

 concern about the poor control of OJD in Victoria and Western Australia 

 Queensland continuing to require and need control of OJD in NSW 

 LHPA staff understanding what was needed to help flockowners consider 

the issues, make their minds about what they wanted, and return their vote 

 

Darling LHPA polling is due to conclude shortly. If Darling flockowners vote for 

their Exclusion Area, this will form a large continuous area taking in South Australia, 

western and northern NSW, and Queensland committed to good biosecurity to prevent 

OJD. 

 



 
 


