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Submission re  National OJD Management Plan 
 
The executive of the NSW Farmers Association Tamworth and District Branch wish to 
submit for consideration the following points re the proposed National OJD Management 
plan. 
 
Point 1: 
 
Abattoir surveillance: 
 
The sheep producers in the Tamworth district have expressed significant concern that no 
surveillance for OJD occurs at the Fletcher International Exports at Dubbo NSW. 
 
 Fletcher International Exports is a significant purchaser targeting older sheep and would provide 
evidence that would be current, reliable and significantly beneficial to producers and the industry on 
OJD spread and disease status. 
 
The numbers of sheep slaughtered by Fletcher is quoted is in excess of 90,000 per head per week or 
4.5 million per year ( support details taken from the link http://www.fletchint.com.au/family.htm) 
 
The new National OJD Management Plan aims to minimise the spread of the disease. Without 
abattoir surveillance there is insufficient data to determine the extent and or the monitoring of the 
spread. The data gathering and monitoring is integral to the Plan. This information will provide 
producers with feedback on their OJD health status of their sheep and the industry and associated 
regulatory bodies objective assessment on the disease prevalence. This information provides 
information to take action and or plan. 
 
Individual producers who sell sheep have no way of clarifying their OJD flock status unless they  test 
on farm themselves without abattoir surveillance. Testing commercial flocks is an expensive 
approach. Testing does not  provide conclusive assessment evidence as producer can be potentially 
two years behind the flocks disease status.  
 
Producers have embraced the National Livestock Identification System (NLIS) introduced in 1999 for 
traceability of livestock at a cost.  The motivation for this system includes Bioscurity and is 
underpinned by State / Territory legislation. See http://www.mla.com.au/Meat-safety-and-
traceability/National-Livestock-Identification-System for further details. How can life long 
traceability occur when abattoir surveillance at a significant operation does not occur? Producers 
have meet their requirements by ensuring stock identification and completion of all documentation 
on sale e.g. National Vendor Declaration (NVD). 
 
 
Point 2: 
 
Sheep Health Statements 
 
Producers believe documentation with Sheep Health Statement (SHS) provides essential 
details when purchasing sheep of significant conditions including OJD, footrot, ovine 
brucellosis and lice. 
(http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/health/specific/sheep/ojd/movement/shs) 
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Without this detail producers are at risk of contaminating their farm / operation with 
potentially large financial impacts to themselves, neighbours, exporters and domestic traders 
of livestock or animal products.  
 
Disease assessment, reporting and monitoring underpins the Australian Meat and Livestock 
industry. There are numerous forms of legislation surrounding health and welfare issues for 
livestock including sheep. This legislation is producer, industry and community driven. 
 
The wider population of Australia and overseas importers see animal / sheep health as a 
non negotiating point of trade or consumption. This should includes OJD risk / prevalence. 
Producers are expected to follow all legislation meeting animal / sheep health with their 
management programmes. Life long traceability with NLIS is mandatory.  
 
Sheep Health Statement (SHS) form an integral part of the evidence base for identification 
of the health status of the sheep for all members in the chain of production and supply of 
sheep  to have confidence and information. 
 
 
Point 3: 
 
Research and Development: 
 
Producers believe research and development  (R&D) underpins the survival and future 
management strategies for OJD. R & D provides exploration of techniques, management 
strategies, understanding of the evolution of the disease in various environments and 
situation and more that will be fundamental in any robust National Management Plan of 
OJD.  
 
R & D must be a non negotiable component of the National Management Plan of OJD. 
Development on management strategies will provide objective evidence for all members of 
the sheep industry in Australia.  
 
Point 4: 
 
Trade restrictions: 
 
Member producers are concerned about trade restrictions. The assessment of the disease 
for studs following key monitoring has been very robust. A National Plan must be national. 
Segmentation due to boarders does not make for a consolidated industry. Why is one state 
approach the disease management and monitoring differently than another. Why is there no 
best practice system flexible enough to  accommodate any sheep producer in any state? 
 
Sate variations to trade leaves a fractured approach to management and lack of confidence 
in disease management. This approach provides opportunity for potential illegal movement 
of trade. 
 
Australia is an island and subjected to seasons of challenge. Sheep move through the need 
for accessing food and possible slaughter centres. There must be avenues for sheep to 
move for the survival and growth of an industry.  
 
There are various forms of research demonstrating that current knowledge and 
understanding of the disease is constantly being challenged. There must be development of 
systems to facilitate trade of sheep with monitoring and processes of the sheep for OJD.  
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