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24 February 2013 
 
TO ALL RELEVANT PARTIES 
 
This letter is written in the hope that a better outcome may occur, and not to denigrate the 
proposals being put forward to form a future National O.J.D. management programme.   
 
It must be made clear however, that the Victorian Stud Merino Sheepbreeders Association 
strongly disagrees with the direction of the proposed National O.J.D. Management (control) 
programme for the following reasons:- 
 
a) It is not scientifically sound. 
 
It is not acceptable to invent a “Bio Security Plan” (Protected Zone) using abattoir 
surveillance data as the basis for the status of that area. 
Due to the methodology of assessing sheep in an abattoir, and the way the disease 
progresses within a flock (property),  the lag time between the detection in an abattoir and 
the original introduction of O.J.D. onto that property is extremely long, probably five to ten 
years, possibly longer. This allows for possible widespread lateral movement of O.J.D., 
during that time span, continually keeping well ahead of detection.    
Therefore using abattoir surveillance data to determine the current O.J.D. status of a proposed 
“Bio Security Plan” has no scientific legitimacy. 
 
b) It does not address the true reason why O.J.D. continues to spread. 
 
The reason O.J.D. continues to spread and will continue to do so under the proposed 
programme is simply due to the reliance on abattoir surveillance results in determining 
where the disease is.   
As mentioned earlier, this data is hopelessly outdated and using this data to determine the 
spread is only helping to assist the spread.   
To control the spread, all areas surrounding known O.J.D. areas must be advised to vaccinate 
well before the disease is detected in their area. 
 
c) It gives a green light to unfair trade restrictions, and in fact, this is the linchpin of 

the proposed programme into the future. 
 
For “Bio Security plans” (zones) NOT to be considered an illegal trade restriction, there 
must be proof that the sheep within these zones are free of the disease and therefore 
worthy of that restriction. If this is not done, there is no legitimate reason to impose that 
trade barrier. To find out the true status of these flocks, currently the only available tool is 
the “Pooled faecal culture test” which is economically prohibitive and not being used for this 
purpose.    

    The vast majority of flocks within the proposed Bio Security Plans have an unknown O.J.D. 
status. Abattoir surveillance data does not give an answer to this problem. 
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d) The proposed programme does not address the value of vaccination; both within 
zones (which is extremely important) and between zones. 

 
Sheep health statements could become a very useful tool if vaccination credits are 
included.  However vaccination credits are also a necessary stand alone unit because 
buyers attending multi vendor sales e.g. Ballarat’s first cross ewe sales in December and 
January where some 50,000 ewes and ewe lambs are sold, need this information.  
 
These credits are of best value if available for all to see before the sale; e.g. on pen 
cards.  Vaccination credits are of enormous value within a control area. It is essential that 
purchases within the same zone can assess the risk of the sheep they are looking at. This will 
disappear if vaccination credits are removed.  This important factor seems to have been 
overlooked in the debate between different zones. 
 
     e)       The research carried out by Professor Peter Windsor, although accurate bears 
no correlation to the current O.J.D., ABC. vaccination points.   
 

 The continual statements that the vaccination credits have failed the industry have 
no basis in fact.  

 To move from a “control area” to a “protected area” 4 ABC credit points are 
needed.  This relates to “whole of flock”, 2nd generation approved vaccinates.  

 No completed research has been carried out to suggest that this part of the current 
National Programme has broken down.  

                 
    

             Finally, in attempting to keep a “Bio Security” area free of O.J.D., restrictions will need to 
be placed on any flock which tests positive, thus ensuring non compliance by farmers, and 
sending the disease underground.    
 
 
 
 
MICHAEL COLLINS 
On behalf of  
The Victorian Stud Merino Sheepbreeders Association 

 
 

 

 
 
 


