
 

 

  

 
 

National OJD Management Program Review  
(Proposed Management Plan – 1 July 2013) 

 

Submission from the Victorian Farmers Federation 
 
 
I write on behalf of the Victorian Farmers Federation Livestock Council to provide our 
feedback regarding the National OJD Management Program Review. 
 
The VFF Livestock Council recognise the importance of the objectives of the 2013-2017 
revised plan, to minimise the risk of disease spread and reducing the financial impact and 
adverse animal health and welfare effects of the disease from the on farm level to industry 
as a whole. 
 
We are in support of moving towards a simplified national management approach and not 
having control and protected areas as prescribed by the initial proposed program for 2012-
2017. 
 
In principle VFF Livestock Council supports the funding provision for: 
 

1. Extension/communication activities to provide producers with information about 
biosecurity and management of OJD 

2. Developing and refining risk assessment tools, such as the national Sheep Health 
Statement (SHS) to assist producers to make informed decisions when trading sheep 

3. Developing an effective abattoir program as a tool for monitoring individual flock OJD 
control programs and for use as an assurance tool in low-risk flocks, with the 
intention of moving into a generic animal health and production feedback system  

4. Ongoing research and development to help producers minimise the impact of OJD on 
their business 

5. Contributing to the cross-species National Johne’s Disease Control Plan, including 
SheepMAP 

 
Our concerns regarding these funded elements are as follows: 
 

 Education/communication – one of the key acknowledged failings of the OJD 
National Management Plan (2007-2012) was the communication strategy employed.  
Whilst we are in favour of extension and communication being funded by industry 
levies, it must be effective and have a defined execution plan which is clearly detailed 
to industry. 
 

 Sheep Health Statement – we appreciate the value of the SHS and its role in 
trade.  We are concerned about previously implemented and proposed documents 
and the significant proportion of producers who were unclear about how to 
accurately complete them.  Any such document must be clear and easy to complete 
and comprehend, to be valued by producers.   
 

 Contributing to the cross-species National JD Control Plan – It is our 
understanding that SheepMAP is planned to/will be reviewed this year.  As many 
Victorian producers use this program for assurance and marketing purposes, in 



 

 

principle we support this, however we will refrain from offering full support until the 
review is completed. 
 

 Ongoing research and development – following the debate generated in industry 
in the last six months, we would like to see significant research and development 
efforts focused on the level of risk second generation vaccinates pose to the 
collective industry in terms of control and spread of OJD  
 

 Levels of Funding – If the amendments progress as proposed, then we would 
request justification of expenditure of levies spent on new or amended activities 
 

While under this program trade entry requirements will essentially be determined by state 
jurisdictions, we must emphasise that trade access is the primary concern of virtually all 
Victorian Sheep producers.  We feel strongly that there should be efforts made by the 
National Management Program to define the legitimacy of trade barriers enforced by 
jurisdictions relating to OJD.  Examples of efforts that would be beneficial to industry include 
research into levels of risk posed by different levels of vaccinates, as well as providing 
prevalence results deduced from abattoir surveillance.    
 
It is also a primary concern of our organisation that vaccination continues to be actively 
driven and encouraged from a national level.  The ABC points scoring system greatly 
motivated producers to vaccinate, as it was commercially driven.  Under the OJD national 
management program moving forward, we don’t believe this motivation will be achieved to 
the same extent. We acknowledge a points system will no longer be a nationally defined 
component of trade access.  However, there should be a national system defined that is easy 
to comprehend and recognises the proportion of approved vaccinates in a flock. 

 

I trust this feedback is of assistance and please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any 
further questions regarding this matter.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Ian Feldtmann 
President VFF Livestock Group 
 

 
 


