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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Nyngan OJD Committee met on the 5
th

 of February to discuss the amendments to the National 

OJD Management Plan. 

 

The Nyngan OJD Committee was formed in response to the sheep farming community’s intention to 

become a Protected Area under the National OJD Management Plan and consists of producers, 

agents and the local District Veterinarian.   

The Nyngan Area is classified as the area covered by the old Nyngan Rural Lands Protection Board 

(RLPB) boundaries.  It is an extensive sheep grazing area, consisting of both wool and meat 

enterprises.  The sheep population has remained relatively stable over time, fluctuating only in 

response to seasonal conditions, and currently sits at approximately 430,000 head.  Nyngan RLPB 

was in the Exclusion Area until May 2012, and it currently has 4 points (Low Prevalence).  A public 

meeting to discuss the OJD changes was held in September 2012. Seventy farmers attended, and 

there was a unanimous vote to support the RLPB becoming a Protected Area.  Following this, a 

survey was sent out with 63% of surveys returned.  Of the returned votes, 89% voted in support of a 

Protected Area. Nyngan RLPB has an abattoir surveillance prevalence of 0.6%, based on data 

collected from 2001-2010.  

 

As a committee, we are committed to keeping OJD out of our area and maintaining market access.  

We also have several concerns and recommendations regarding the future management of OJD and 

the proposed arrangements outlined in the Discussion Paper circulated.  These are outlined below for 

your consideration. 

 

We feel that the Assurance Based Credit (or points) system DID work effectively in the Nyngan area, 

and was easily understood by the producers in this area.  We support the continuation of the ABC 

system in some format. 

 

Whichever format the new system takes, we feel that it must ultimately be easily surmised into a 

simple Risk Categorisation System.  This will ensure that at a glance (for example in a saleyard 

situation, or on Auctions Plus) producers can assess the risk status of the sheep. 

 

This Risk Categorisation System should be based around gaining credits for being part of an area or 

group of producers that has an active Regional Biosecurity Plan, and a low (<1%) abattoir prevalence 

rate.   
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Details entailing how a producer achieved their Risk Level should be available on the National Sheep 

Health Statement, and this should be available to purchasers prior to a sheep sale. 

 

We strongly feel that the new OJD management system needs to be underpinned by a solid and 

constant education program.  This includes education of DPI and LHPA staff, producers, agents and 

anyone else involved in the sheep industry.  Funding should be available to facilitate this education 

program at a local level, which should begin when the system is introduced, and continue throughout 

the entire duration of the program.  We hope that there will be adequate local staffing levels within 

the new Local Land Services organisation to run this education program and manage OJD incursions. 

 

The Nyngan OJD Committee supports the extension of OJD Abattoir Surveillance into more 

abattoirs, to facilitate more accurate risk assessment of sheep and prevalence areas. 

 

Following the development of our own Nyngan Regional Biosecurity Plan, it has become apparent 

that there needs to be a formal process for approval and recognition of these Regional Biosecurity 

Plans. 

 

Finally, it is imperative to the new OJD management system’s success that it is a nationally 

recognised scheme which is consistent across all state and territory borders. 

 

We hope that you will consider our comments, and make amendments to the National OJD 

Management Plan with them in mind.  We look forward to hearing from you in due course, and are 

keen to see the development of a practical, workable system that keeps OJD at a low prevalence in 

our area and allows the freedom to trade sheep with other areas of similar status. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Anthony Gibson 

Jim McLaughlin 

Frank McKillop 

Mark Ticehurst 

Peter Hargreaves (Elders Nyngan) 

Simon Bell (Elders Nyngan) 

Jillian Kelly (District Veterinarian) 

 


