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Hi, 
We are very concerned about proposed changes to OJD management in Victoria. 
 
Issues 

1. The discussion paper makes it clear that the current ABC system is not well understood and 
we agree. 

2. Very few breeders seem aware of the National Sheep Health Statement (NSHS) forms. 
3. Farmers are often wary of change and dislike paperwork. This must be minimised to be 

effective. 
4. Lambs are often vaccinated after 16 weeks of age and then called ‘vaccinated’. Education 

failure. 
5. The Gudair vaccine is expensive and carries risk to handler and risk of abscess to sheep but 

appears to be an effective control agent. 
 
Suggestions 

a) Therefore we would like the ABC system continued but with more thorough education of 
graziers.  

b) We would like the NSHS and the NVD to be collated and included in one statement. 
c) The vaccination declaration should include that the sheep was vaccinated before 16 weeks 

(or as permitted by an accredited veterinarian). 
 
Effects of changing  

I. If the old system is not well understood how can you assure us that the new one will be? 
II. If the ABC score system is abolished we will see no advantage in continuing to vaccinate. We 

are not alone. We currently have a score of 3, achieved through vaccination and will revert 
to 0.  

III. We have been thorough in our biosecurity measures but no longer see any advantage in 
continuing. No, we are not willing to employ an accredited person to audit our records – an 
added cost. Neither do we see any possibility of arranging a regional status here. 

 
Outcomes 

i. So it seems to us that if the ABC score is abolished the disease will spread more freely with 
less check. 

ii. We will face serious trade restrictions as a result of losing our current status. 
 
 
Thank you for considering our comments, 
 
Kind regards, 
Lorraine 
 


