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To Whom It May Concern: 

The Coonamble OJD Committee met on the 31
st
 of January to discuss the amendments to the 

National OJD Management Plan. 

 

The Coonamble OJD Committee was formed in response to the sheep farming community’s 

intention to become a Protected Area under the National OJD Management Plan and consists of 

producers, agents and the local District Veterinarian.   

The Coonamble Area is classified as the area previously known as the Coonamble Rural Lands 

Protection Board (RLPB) boundaries.  Coonamble is a mixed farming area, with both wool and 

sheep meat production prominent.   Coonamble RLPB was in the Exclusion Area until May 2012, 

and it currently has 4 points (Low Prevalence).  Coonamble RLPB has an abattoir surveillance 

prevalence of 0.0%, based on data collected from 2001-2010.   A public meeting to discuss the OJD 

changes was held in September 2012. Approximately 90 farmers attended, and there was a 

unanimous vote to support the RLPB becoming a Protected Area.  Following this, a survey was sent 

out with 67% of surveys returned.  Of the returned votes, 91% voted in support of a Protected Area. 

 

As a committee, we are committed to keeping OJD out of our area and maintaining market access 

and trading freedom based on risk assessment of sheep.  We also have several concerns and 

recommendations regarding the future management of OJD and the proposed arrangements outlined 

in the Discussion Paper circulated.  These are outlined below for your consideration. 

 

We feel that the Assurance Based Credit (or points) system, while a good system was poorly 

explained to farmers. There was no structured education program for the system, and promotion and 

explanation of it waned after its introduction.  

Whichever format the new system takes, we feel that it must be a Risk Based system with a 

Classification structure, akin to the ABC point system.  We feel that the risk based trading status 

needs to be prominently displayed on pens of sheep at a sale, or at an online auction, so that 

producers can easily assess the OJD risk of a mob of sheep at a glance. 

We believe that the National Sheep Health Statement needs to remain a legal document, so that 

producers are compelled to make truthful statements regarding the disease status of their sheep.  The 

revised National Sheep Health Statement must be a common-sense document, that is easy to 

complete and easy to read and interpret.  For ease of completion, the Coonamble OJD Committee 
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would like to see the National Sheep Health Statement combined with the National Vendor 

Declaration into one document. 

The Coonamble OJD Committee feels that education of all levels of the sheep industry will be 

pivotal to the program’s success.  This includes education of all levels of Government (DPI & 

LHPA), as well as sheep producers, agents and anyone else involved in the sheep industry.  This 

needs to be continued as a consistent program over the entire duration of the scheme.  We hope that 

there will be the scope, staffing levels and expertise available within the new Local Land Services 

model to facilitate this education program, as well as detect OJD and manage incursions in our local 

area. 

The Coonamble OJD Committee supports the extension of a more comprehensive and more readily-

available abattoir surveillance program. 

We also feel it is crucial that the aim of the new scheme is for it to be adopted nationally, across all 

states and territories to facilitate trade across state borders. 

We hope that you will consider our comments, and make amendments to the National OJD 

Management Plan with them in mind.  We look forward to hearing from you in due course, and are 

keen to see the development of a practical, workable system that keeps OJD at a low prevalence in 

our area and allows the freedom to trade sheep with other areas of similar status. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Angus Beveridge 

Peter Moppett 

Susan McLeish 

Ron Mackay 

Matt Prentice (Elders Coonamble) 

Jillian Kelly (District Veterinarian) 

 


