
Re 13-01-1213 -OJD Discussion Paper 

I have kept up with the OJD implementation processes since it was mooted an issue back in 

1998 when testing for OJD was compulsory for 1 month. We partook in that test!! 

My husband and I produce 2000 1stx ewe lambs every year in Victoria and sell them through 

the Naracoorte November Blue Ribbon Sale. 

We keep abreast with animal health issues and implement preventative measures to reduce 

the likelihood of disease into our flock. 

The constant changing boundaries and rules make it very difficult for business owners to 

fulfil their strategic plans. 

The Regional Bio-security Approach is good in theory but on the ground just can not work. 

Where we live there is a variety of enterprises all encompassing too many variables. Each 

one's aim is to make money. How they achieve this is often sourcing the sheep doing their 

sums for value for money. Eg. A producer of prime lambs v's 1
st
 x ewe production v's wool 

grower. No national rules will be acceptable for all these groups. 

Therefore I propose that sheep should be sold as either vaccinated or not vaccinated and 

the farmer be responsible for his own biosecurity measures and take the consequences of 

his/her action as a line on a map does not prevent the spread of this disease. 

As our property is close to the South Australian border we are very aware of farmers who 

wrought the system. One neighbour, who resides in SA does not have a Vic PIC, another 

neighbour sells all his sheep via a South Australian mailing address. It is these dishonest 

farmers who break rules who make the control of diseases really impossible to manage and 

the discussion paper does not address this issue. 

I would like to see:- 

1. a decision made and stuck by. It makes it impossible for farmers to make and keep 

strategic plans when the rules keep changing. 

2. Clamping down on farmers who deliberately break the rules. 

3. Choice purchasing or vaccinating all breeding ewes. 

And finally, responding to your discussion paper..... 

It stated “producer feedback” said that the ABC scores were confusing and not well 

understood therefore ineffectual. Where did the “producer feedback” hail from? How does 

confusing and not well understood make the situation ineffectual? That is a BIG statement to 

make when there maybe other reasons as to why the situation was ineffectual. Ineffectual to 

whom/what /where? 

The easiest answer is to de-regulate and then the onus goes to the farmer to reduce 

the chances of infestation of the disease on his/her property if he/she wishes. 



Yours truly 

Jo Murdoch ph 0355865254. 
 

 


