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To the Sheepmeats Council of Australia and Wool Producers Australia  

 

 

We would like to wish all those given the task of reviewing the OJD regulations all the best in what is a 

most difficult job.  All we ask is that you approach this task with an open mind to all the submissions you 

receive and not with any preconceived outcomes.  It will be with this approach that we get an outcome 

that will benefit the whole sheep industry. 

It is with this in mind we The Australian Border Leicester Association would like to submit the following 

submission on the proposed changers to OJD regulations. 

 

Submission  

1. The Australian Border Leicester Association is in favour of a national OJD plan to control the disease.  

This plan needs to be simple and easy to understand.  It has to enable the maximum movement of sheep 

around the country, while making every effort to minimise the spread of the disease.   

 

2.  Part of this plan would include an improved national sheep health statement.  While the old point 

system had some problems, we believe that the vast number of sheep producers did understand it.  We see 

the use of a new simplified point system as an important part of the health statement.  These points should 

be made available on pens at store sales.  This new point system would be designed to help individual 

sheep producers assess the risks when buying sheep to bringing onto their properties.  Resources need to 

be made available to audit a percentage of producers not in the MAP scheme.  This could be done at 

random or on suspect health statements.  Producers in the MAP scheme would be covered already under 

its auditing requirements.  Please see the attached copy of the new point scheme. 
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3.  To encourage the use of the Gudair vaccine as one of the ways to control OJD on farm.  Then when 

vaccination is used in conjunction with some form of testing it would increase the areas they could market 

their sheep.  This would be done with the use of the new points system.  The use of vaccination and 

testing has proven to be successful in reducing the infection in an area such as Kangaroo Island SA  

 

4.  We not only want to see abattoirs monitoring continue but see it increased.  In order to achieve a bio 

security plan an area will need to know its level of disease.  It is only by monitoring that we will be able 

to help as many areas as possible set up their own bio security plans.  This will then mean that producers 

within a bio security area will then be able to trade with similar areas.  Producers from areas that don’t 

know the level of OJD would need to do testing and vaccination in order to trade sheep into a bio security 

area.  Abattoir monitoring is also one of the best ways to benchmark industry success in controlling OJD.  

We must remember that producers in an area with nil or low disease prevalence should not be put at risk 

of OJD by untested sheep from high prevalence areas entering their area. 

 

5.  To support the continuation of the Market Assurance Scheme, but this would operate separately from 

the new point system.  Sheep from a MAP flock would have automatic entry into a bio security area.  

This is because under MAP flocks regulations they will have already meet the requirements of a bio 

security area. 

 

6.  That there is assistance available to producers to help them develop a plan on what they do if they 

have OJD.  This assistance would help them to look at the best way to maintain a viable sheep operation.  

Whether that is by managing the disease or to destock and eradicate it.  We feel that there should be 

financial assistance available in the form of interest rate subsidies, similar to that of drought or disaster 

relief.   This would help producers adjust to any short term loss in income or additional cost in changers 

to any farm management practices.  We feel that it is important to give producers a safety net when what 

they are been asked to do may possibly put their whole farming operation in jeopardy. 

 

 

Summary 

 

The aim of this submission is to have continued monitoring and control of OJD while still allowing the 

continuing trading of sheep across Australia. .  We see that there is also a need for continued monitoring 

of OJD because none of us know what developments from research into the disease may arise into the 

future.  We may well face wider health and trade implications that if we have not continued our efforts in 

monitoring and control we as an industry may well find it hard to recover from.  

 

 

 

Yours truly 

Ian Carr 

Secretary 

Australian Border Leicester Association 


