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29 January 2013 

Discussion Paper proposes way forward for OJD management in Australia  

Producer representative bodies WoolProducers Australia (WPA) and the Sheepmeat Council 
of Australia (SCA) have released a discussion paper today taking on board producer 
concerns to provide a way forward for managing Ovine Johnes Disease (OJD) in Australia.  

The National OJD Management Plan will take effect from 1 July 2013. The discussion paper 
sets out potential amendments to assist further consultation with industry, state regulatory 
authorities and state governments.  

The proposed amendments include: 

• A simpler management system that relies on a risk management approach.   

• Encouragement for producers to collectively develop their own Regional Biosecurity 
Plans (RBPs). 

• No control or protected areas.  

• Continuation of Sheep Health Statements but the removal of the ABC point scheme. 

President of the Sheepmeat Council of Australia, Ian McColl, said he was confident the 
industry could unite behind this plan, and work together to slow the spread of OJD.  

“We understand the diversity of views around OJD and the difficulty of finding a solution 
that manages every producer’s individual situation. However we believe what is now 
proposed is the best way forward to minimise the spread of OJD and reduce the financial, 
health and welfare effects on the industry,” Mr McColl said. 

President of WoolProducers Australia Geoff Power said the amendments provided a 
simpler, more effective approach to OJD management. 

“We have removed the ABC point scheme which producers found confusing, but will 
continue to encourage vaccination and abattoir testing for monitoring individual flock OJD 
control programs, and as an assurance tool in low risk flocks.  

 “The industry must take responsibility for OJD management. Vaccination is encouraged in 
conjunction with a regional approach to biosecurity. However state governments have 
indicated they do not have a role in the approval process for RBPs which means designating 
areas as protected or control is impossible to enforce,” Mr Power said. 

SCA and WPA are inviting producers to consider the amendments and respond to the points 
raised in the discussion paper. 
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The discussion paper is available on the WPA website www.woolproducers.com.au as well 
as www.ojd.com.au. Copies of this discussion paper can also be requested by calling 1800 
332 312. 

Comments should be submitted by mail to PO Box 942 Broadway NSW 2007 or by email to 
OJDsubmissions@coxinall.com.au 

All comments should be received by COB 1 March 2013.  

A final policy paper will then be developed and communicated to the industry for 
implementation from 1 July 2013.   
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